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APPELLANT’S SECOND MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO
FILE REPLY BRIEF AND FIRST MOTION TO POSTPONE ARGUMENT

TO THE HONORABLE JUSTICES OF THIS COURT:

Pursuant to Tex. R. App. P. 10.5 (b) and (c), Crystal Mason, Appellant,
respectfully requests that this Court grant a 45-day extension of time to file her
Reply Brief, thus making her brief due Monday, July 1, 2019. Appellant
additionally requests that the Court postpone oral argument, which is currently set
for June 4, 2019, until a date that is convenient for the Court after July 15, 2019.
As set forth below, Appellant seeks the extension based on her retention of newly
added counsel and the need to ensure their ability to adequately respond on reply

and prepare for oral argument, among other reasons.

In support, Ms. Mason shows the following:

DEBRA SPISAK
CLERK



1. This case is on appeal from the 432nd Judicial District of Tarrant
County, Texas in cause no. 1485710D. Ms. Mason is appealing her conviction
after a bench trial on the indicted 2nd degree felony offense of Illegal VVoting.

2. The Clerk’s Record was perfected on July 24, 2018, Appellant’s
Opening Brief was filed with the Court on November 19, 2018.

3. On consent of Appellant, the State took approximately 98 days in
extension to oppose Ms. Mason’s Opening Brief. The State filed its Opposition
Brief on March 28, 20109.

4. Appellant seeks an extension of time to file her reply brief, which is
currently due on Friday, May 17, 2019. Appellant additionally seeks to postpone
oral argument, which is currently set for June 4, 2019.

5. Appellant respectfully requests a 45-day extension to file her reply
brief, and to postpone oral argument until a date convenient for the court after July
15, 2019. Currently, Ms. Mason has taken only 30 days of extension on her Reply.

6. Ms. Mason has engaged new counsel, in addition to her current
counsel, to represent her in this Appeal, including the ACLU of Texas, the Texas
Civil Rights Project, and the National ACLU. These new counsel were retained
this week. They have been working diligently to get up to speed on Ms. Mason’s

case and to prepare the reply brief; however, because they were only just retained,



they need additional time to adequately review the record, address the unique legal
and factual issues raised by this case, and draft Ms. Mason’s reply brief.

7. Because Ms. Mason’s requested extension of the reply date extends
beyond the date currently set for oral argument, Ms. Mason also requests that the
Court postpone oral argument. Postponing oral argument until a date convenient
for the Court after July 15, 2019, will give both the parties and the Court adequate
time to review the briefs and prepare for argument following Ms. Mason’s
submission of her reply brief on July 1, 2019.

8. The State will not be prejudiced if the requested relief is granted. The
State was afforded 98 days in extensions to file its Opposition. An additional 45
days to reply to the Opposition will not add significant delay to this case, and is
appropriate especially given the unique issues raised by this Appeal.

9. Ms. Mason is on bond pending appeal.

Therefore, based on the addition of new counsel and the extensions that have
previously been afforded in this case, Appellant Crystal Mason requests that this
Court grant Appellant’s motion and order her Reply Brief due Monday, July 1,
2019 and that the Court postpone oral argument until a date that is convenient to

the Court after July 15, 2019.



Respectfully submitted,

Rebecca Harrison Stevens

Texas Bar No. 24065381

Emma Hilbert

Texas Bar No. 24107808

Texas Civil Rights Project

1405 Montopolis Drive

Austin, TX 78741-3438
Telephone: (512) 474-5073 ext. 105
Fax: (512) 474-0726
beth@texascivilrightsproject.org
emma@texascivilrightsproject.org

Hani Mirza

Texas Bar No. 24083512

Texas Civil Rights Project

1412 Main Street, Suite 608

Dallas, TX 75202

Telephone: (972) 333-9200 ext. 171
Fax: (972) 957-7867
hani@texascivilrightsproject.org

Sophia Lin Lakin*

New York Bar No. 5182076
Dale E. Ho*

New York Bar No. 4445326
American Civil Liberties Union
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, NY 10004
Telephone: (212) 519-7836
Fax: (212) 549-2654
slakin@aclu.org
dho@aclu.org

/s/ Thomas Buser-Clancy
Thomas Buser-Clancy

Texas Bar No. 24078344
Andre Segura

Texas Bar No. 24107112
ACLU Foundation of Texas, Inc.
5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 350
Houston, TX 77007
Telephone: (713) 942-8146
Fax: (915) 642-6752
tbuser-clancy@aclutx.org
asegura@aclutx.org

Alison Grinter

Texas Bar No. 24043476
6738 Old Settlers Way
Dallas, TX 75236
Telephone: (214) 704-6400
alisongrinter@gmail.com

Kim T. Cole

Texas Bar No. 24071024
2770 Main Street, Suite 186
Frisco, Texas 75033
Telephone: (214) 702-2551
Fax: (972) 947-3834
kcole@kcolelaw.com

Counsel for Appellant,
Crystal Mason

* Motion to Appear Pro Hac Vice forthcoming

4



CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE

| certify that | have conferred with the office of Assistant District
Attorney Helena Faulkner as counsel for Appellee State of Texas via telephone
on or before the date of the filemark appended hereto. The State is opposed to
the Court granting the motion.

/s/ Thomas Buser-Clancy
Thomas Buser-Clancy

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In accordance with the Texas Rules of Appellate Procedure, | hereby certify
that a true and correct copy of this Motion has been served on the following
counsel of record via e-service on this the 10th day of May, 2019:
Counsel for Appellee State of Texas:
Sharen Wilson, Criminal District Attorney
Joseph W. Spence, Assistant Criminal District Attorney, Chief, Post-conviction
Helena F. Faulkner, Assistant Criminal District Attorney
Matt Smid, Assistant Criminal District Attorney
John Newbern, Assistant Criminal District Attorney
Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office
401 W. Belknap

Fort Worth, TX 76196-0201
coaappellatealerts@tarrantcountytx.gov

/s/ Thomas Buser-Clancy
Thomas Buser-Clancy
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